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MISSISSIPPI RIVER TRIP 

The Mississipoi River trip .es a some...at enduring trip for the stu- 
dents and staff that participated in it. The cre. consisted of 14 students, 
Doug Berg, Lesley Seamais, end Susan Turncuist (student teecher). ‘ve 
pacdled through pouring rain, wind, and coid veather to make it over such 
obstacles as Cass Leake. Because of the big waves and the strong .inds to 
-hich most ere lnexperienced and wiorepared for, the group decided to 

fali short of the schedule and canped haif way across Gess. ‘‘e finished 
C:ss the next day and ent through about 10 miies of marshy river that 
led us to Lake “Vinnibigoshish, which:astonished most. by its size. But we 

knei; it had to be caene, so .¢ cecided to ary off before attempting it. le 
started cff agein end mace about heif of the ieke before ve had to camp 

because of .dnd, rain, aia .aves. The next day provea tuo be even .orse 
ith bigger .aves and stronger .inds. ‘e decided to have a 1ay-over aey 
and see if it .cuid bio. over, “e -ere busy drying ciothes, getting 
ood and sterilizing . ater for drinking. The rain finasty stopoea sate 
that afternoon, but toc iste to start out. So we waited fer torning., “‘e 
sa.’ Our first sno.. fail of the year that night cbout 9:00. Ve vere aii 
very excited. It sno..ed about 1, inches, © 

The leke iocvked pretty cain the next day end the cre: set out in good 
spirits and iaughter. ‘‘e got about heif vay across the iake and the .aves 
started tu gein in size rapicly to abcut 4-5 feet high. ~“'’e then kne. .¢ 
had to be serious. ‘Je tried not to panic hen our canoes started to fill 
up .ith water, but even the ex ,erienced canoeists I kio .ere a little 
frightened. After meny problems .c finaily made the 12 mile stretch in a 
tittle over six hours of heii. 

At the end of Big “linni vas the beginning of the Mighty Mississipoi 
which proved to be not toc mighty this time of year. ‘le endured about 30 
miles of marshy river ith fioating bogs ich -ere a bit tricky et times. 

"@ averaged about 30 itlles a day. Sometimes .¢ -ouid go 40 miles to 
get back on schedule, frum the time .e Lost on Big “innie Among other 
hings, ie experiei.cea eather don to 14 degréss, ich uas cold tu 

sieep in unless you had a good sieeping bag. But aiso there ere varuer 
nights .here some .ere tempted to steep outside of their tents, and sume 
didi "e caived in .hetever envircnuent .e couid find, such as co. pastures, 
‘ayside rests or just a clearing aiong the river, end .¢ hupea there cre 

no farms and mau farmers around. 

The grcup lad cuite an experience in Palisade in which a biack ab 
foilo.ed our cenoes along the river snd started siimdng efter us for about 
-tiiles. ‘e figured he as a stray and took him -ith us. ‘Ue nemed hiun 
"Pal (of course)—-short for Palisade. weter .e feund he had been beaten 
or hit by e car because he .as su sore, so he just duffec—cut. in Doug's 
canoe the rest of the trip recouperating. He finaily pegved wo é Litte, 
but “hen Doug brought him home he got worse and finally Giec, ..ich saddened 
us éii. 

continued next page. . »



Mississippi River trip continued. . » 

In ny opinion, the ee nad sume experieuces they provabiy .ou't ever 

have again. But then again, knc zing the say some Mini-School peo pie ere, 

they .dii probabiy try it are The tri. consisted of 300 river mies 

and about 50 acke mies. The peopie that attempteu this trip ieft Anoka 

-ith the great satisfaction cf Ino: any, they cid it; they aad reached their 

goai. Some hed their doubts but ali had a Lot of hupe, anc togetner, .e 
ali sade it. Some had fears for it-.as their first trip, but they iad 

the reassurence of the veupie no lme: chat it vas like anda they heiped 

them. By the enc, thev found out hat a Mini-Schooi trip jas iike and 

the resuitiis. that iie.made it!!!!! 
a -~—Dave Sanko 
Students on the trip: 

Jin Gunderson Rick Ber; 
Terry rolitte Scott MicPherson 
Rick Rogney Ted Prpiier 
roger Rojaey Missy (uigley 
Andy wor Hic Geyos. 
Dive Force Brett Utterson 
Dave Senko steve LePage 
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Life 

Avak ning. 58 

Coid as the bitter rein fais puers 
“hile my imtnd is suiil vorlanes and imy thoughts are alive. 

As I opened the decors ta uy wife you step vec inside, 
You héiped me realize that Life ili oss ime by, 
Reachoubl anc. sic. it coun, 
or sit back enc car a fra. 

Living -ithout the .orid, 
Pretending you caimot see the beauty all arcuad, 
aad SES iol you coula be. 

You've got to Reachout anc take a chance, 
Reachout dicase take tiny hand. 

Discover ho yOu are, 
Reechout ac wither no. Par, 

For the Love in iy Dreaus eS ee ee 
Oe ae nG at awd 

You kne.: I loevec you Priencs are: 
eyes es OVAiN: 

You read it in ay eyes cae as 
Wo matter hoy high ee oe 

You abeays se. through nag sy .. 
ay disguise nese four things you | 

Meee slur JCACe Ur inc. 
Your Secitbarion ways ‘aithout these titings 

Se = eee : : re saangr 15 

Vere @1ays just too kind —o —* ~ ae 
by wind is too confused For friends eré the cues 

. mt en ee . eS 
But its just : het you Ould : iw OL, the key. 

tike to: fing. oe 
~—ency Berg 
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Vo-Tech 

Vo-Tech, or tecnanicelly, henne»in Techaicai Center, is a school of 
vocational learning. Vo-Teci offers meny wfferent courses, ail on ana 
about careers. Horticulture, building traaes, commercicl art end child 
aevelopment are just « smell part of this .cii .ualifiea and professioneily 
steffed learning center. I ..ouid recommend it to anyone unable to afford 
college, beceuse this opportunity is free for anyone unuer <1. 

Classes in Vo-Tech can be boring, se cne should realiy be sericus 
cbout that they're doing. Teke commercial art, for example. leny students 
think of learning to paint, and draw, on a higher scale. This is not 
vhet commercial ert is. It's learning letter signs, both gothic end Ro- 
man, accurete nersoective drawings, layouts, human face and figure, <na 
charcoal draiing, among other things. But you realiy learn something. 
It's a big steo, but if you're serious about your future, it's csorth it. 

—-Leigh Farreli (Vo-—Tech student) 

KHHKHKKHH IKI IK III RTE IEH IER IEEE IER HERE HHI IEHIIER INIT HIER IR RHE IIE HE 

“het Maini-School Means to le 

This is my third yeer in the Mini-Sc.iool progrem. Uver that time, 
I nave cone to kno: the program « uite veli. I have founda the progran 
to be full of friendsiip, participation, .nd most inpgortant, communication. 

In comparing the Mini-School program to regul.r school, I prefer 
Mini-Scnvol. I feel it offers a better learning experience in the manner 
of group participation and communication. Its trips program, for exampie, 
has got to be the best crea of learning in the program. A c.noe trip 
can teach you of iife, survival, end history of our ancestors ho lived 
the seme vay <OU years. before. It builds mental ana pnysicai character 
beyond compare, for you «re out challenging yourself with Nother Néeture. 

The student/teecher reletionsiip hes alueys emazead me. I feel this 
is én important part of the program. It is « persen to person reletion~— 
ship, end this freedo. alio's for better communication for Learning bet: een 

student ena teacher. 

The program hes sociel incentive in the .ay of various fund raisers 
for the program. For example, ve have our o.n plint shop... The public is 
welcome to ourchése various pottea pie nis end’ terreriuas. The procedes 
go to tne prograin. 

I feel the ali eround communication ena unuerstanding of every stu- 
dent anda teacher in Mini-Sc..ool is the best learning osportunity for anyone. 

~—<Brett Otterson 

Vini-School Funau Raiser : 
“in a Dayton's gift certificate. hini-School is raffiing off tickets 

for some lucky person, maybe youl Tne cre ing ili be held Dec. 19, dona- 
tions are “1.00. Tickets can be purchased from any hidni-Sciocl stucent. 
Prizes" ist prize: 50.00; ma pyrige:,.25.00, 3r6 Prizes: .15.00,-4th prize: 
940 000. 

—Diane Saiti



“Te eve a Ne. Stuce ott Teecher in bk Wind--Schooi CEL 

Her name 1s Susan ae st, end.sne's from St. viet Collese. . Sine 
is heloing in-iency's sociai Studies ciass... lier first 1..0..ceks 17 
Miai-School .es spent on the tissigsiy5i Liver Trip... The Jdds that 
went On the trip sot to limo. aru like ner, es In sure everyone eise 

has that kno is ner. Ye. ant to elcome Susan to the prugraa-sanid nope 
thebaSsiie 11) tile it a5 Mich 2S ail OF us do. She 41) be 1th us 
untiil Christmes, sc. eicome Susanil! Terry ‘Politte 

Ss ECC Is an ERC Roe RR Rn in Rn 

kaini-School Reunion 

Last week .e@ héd a ae to figure cut some of t 
“we have to co. = have started tC find a place Mere ~<¢ can 
ana ere 70: A Oleic.  .6.are Gdns, Of February or Ma 
Lester has sta an round up Fiies of everyone that has ever 
in ia GolccL sees is goln;, to be .wite some. list hen dene. It 
shoulda be cuite a reuition vith meny of the pecpie tnuav have been in 
liini-School ali in one rooml!! e hope all dil come tu it. During the 
ena Of the month there .2il be a notice in the Mini office here you 
Gol, Yate your nanug.if you .cuid dike to hel». 

—Terry Politte 
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ldni-School in Rochester 

ne
 On Yovenber 6, four lihii-Schocl stucents volunteered to go doi. 

o Rochester, Linnesota, for a teachers couvention. Teacher, Nick 
sabeck, took Sharon Vomhof, kevin Schierman, Karen and bike Rishavy 

nh. to Rochester at 6:00 a.m. on Thursday, November 6. 

Ue ere all in go00d soirits, singing and dauehing eli the ‘vay con 
to Rochester. “e arrived in Rocl wester at a OO-acits and pot sebbied in 
our room et the henier In: Pe "e dian'’t nave anythins to cdc thet 
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cay sO ve all vent out ee 

Friday morming -e ali got wo and ready for 4@ 
ecm. .e@ sie ith several teachers, studeiit teachers, and stucdo 
expiained what Mini-Schooi is, “in our on terms” and ais cred ‘< 
their cuestions. At 10; oe ail. Je had anotuer meeting and ans ered more 
cuestions. After ali the meebings -e ‘ere rated “107% ga -a 1-10 scale 

by (Wedic. 
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bers, Goes tu Chicago 

For those of you oO aid not kno. it, there is a Netional Center for 
Greuing/Learning Aiternetives. It is the business of this orgcnization to 
10 het alternative schovis exits in the country, to kno. wnat these 
elternetive schocls do, enu to encourage tne uevelopnent of alternative 
programs in public schoo.s turoughout the country. On November 15-16 
this organizetion hed a conference in Chicago. I .ttendeca this conference. 
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 j betore i sent, 1 resiiy cid not imo: et te expect. J ¢ 

visionea e convention @ hundreds of seopie. It turned out to be a much 
more intlaate conference, 25-30 teacuers, aostly on the high school ievel, 
mostiy from the Detroit, Chicago, Onmah«, anu Cleveland areas. Since the 
group .6s smali, ¢ vere able to get together in smali groups end rap a lot 
écout whilosophy, curriculum, end, the main thene of tne confersnce, ‘Creat- 
ing “ffective Alternete Learning Prograus." 

Because the confereice dealt osrimerily :ith starting <clternate prograns, 

I foune thet in mny eys I -as eauceting the peo le «ho vere there «ore 
then I cas jearning fron any of them. ost of then ere olenning to start 
alternete programs in their schoois or ere in the process of starting one. 
Thsy .ere aeacing .ith preblens thit hini-Sciiooi had solved jong .go. “‘hen 

tuey founc out th t lini-Schoci as been in existence for € years, and when 

tiuey founc out eit tue things thet this projream hes Gone aud is dving, they 

“S10 st soretty excitea aac. sumoeu me for aii the inforn.tion tney could. This 
0 ” es sOme. hat Cisés.0inting te ne, in th.t I hea noped to iearn more froz 

tiis cunventicn than I did, but, eb the saae tine it (as somevhat eacourap~ 

dup te See sors evidence tht himi-—Schoui is one of the fisest alternctive 

progreaas in the Unite. St. tes end is considereu so by the N.tioael Center 
for Groving /Learnin;, JIbSricti ves. 

-—-DLou;, Ber. 
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